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For the further Amendment of an Act of the Sixth Year of 
Her present Majesty, for regulating the Irish Fisheries. 



[Note. — The "Words printed in Italics are proposed to be inserted 
in the Committee.] 



an Act was passed in the Session of Parliament 
holden in the fifth and sixth years of the reign of Her 
present Majesty, intituled, “An Actto regulate the Irish Fisheries:” 
And whereas one other Act was passed in the Session of Parliament 
holden in the seventh and eighth years of the reign of Her present 
Majesty, intituled, “An Act to amend an Act of the Sixth Year of 
Her pre.sent Majesty, intituled, ‘ An Act to regulate the Irish Fisheries, 
and to empower the Constabulary Force to enforce certain Provisions 
respecting the Irish Fisheries ” And whereas it is expedient, for the 
better regulation and improvement of the said Fisheries, to give fur- 
ther power and additional means for the purpose of more effectually 
carrying out the provisions of the said Acts, and to amend the said 
first-mentioned Act in the several particulars hereinafter mentioned ; 
21BQB it tfitrcfaw QEnactrti, by The QUEEN’s most Excellent Ma- 
jesty, by and with the Advice and Consent of the Lords Spiritual 
and Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parlianient assembled, 
and by the Authority of the same, THAT it shall and may be lawful 
to and for the Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, by warrant under the hands 
of any Three or more of them, if they shall so think fit, to appoint One 
person to be a Commissioner of Fisheries, to be associated with the 
Commissioners of Public Works in Ireland for the time being, and 
with them be a Commissioner for the execution of the said recited 
Acts and this Act during pleasure, and to remove such Commissioner, 
and to appoint another in the stead of the person so removed, or dying 
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or resinning; and it shall be lawful for tire said Commissioners of Her 
s.l.™ Majesty's Treasury to pay to such person to be so appointed such 
sum by way of annual salary as the said Commissioners of Her 
Majesty’s Treasury shall think fit, and such Commissioner of Fislicries, 
when so appointed, shall and may, for the purposes of said recited 5 
Acts and this Act, have, use and exercise all and every the like 
powers and authorities, and have like privileges, as ' are by said 
recited Acts or any of them vested in or given to the said Commis- 
sioners of Public ITorks, or any of them ; and all and every the powers 
and authorities in and hy the said recited Acts and this Act given to 10 
or vested in the said Commissioners of Public Works, or which, under 
the provisions of this Act, may bo used by or be vested in such new 
Commissioner, may be exercised by the said Commissioners of Public 
Works, or by such new Commissioner appointed under this Act, or 
hy any One or more of them. 15 
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And be it Enacted, That if any person shall after the passing of 
this Act fish with or use any stake-weir, stake-net, bag-net, fixed-net 
or any contrivance for placing or erecting any net or engines which 
under the provisions of the said first-recited Act arc proliibited to be 
placed or erected in any part of any estuary, or the mouth or tidal 
part of any river where the breadth of the channel at low water of 
spring tides is less than Three-quarters of a mile statute measure, or 
which are prohibited to be placed or erected within the space of One 
statute mile seaward, coastwards or inwards from or on either side of 
the mouth or entrance of any river into the sea, the inland portion of 
which river is frequented by Salmon, and the breadth of which mouth, 
as now or hereafter to be defined by the said Commissioners, is less 
than Half a mile statute measure at low water of spring tides, any 
person so offending shall be subject and liable to such and the same 
penalty and penalties as by said first-mentioned Act the person or 
persons erecting or placing such weirs, nets or contrivance for placing 
or erecting nets are subject and liable to, and upon proof that any 
such weir, net or contrivance has been so used or fished, it shall be 
lawful for the Justices at Petty Sessions, or other the persons having 
jurisdiction to enforce the provisions of the said recited Acts or this 
Act, to direct the same to be forfeited and removed, and the materials 
■ thereof to be disposed of and dealt with in such and the same 
manner as by said first-recited Act is provided and directed in 
cases of the seizure of illegal nets or legal nets when used contrary 
to law. 
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.ANP yvhereas, notwithstanding the provisions of the said first- 
recite 4 Act, with regard to the erection and use of stake-weirs, stake- 
nets, bag-nets, fixed-qets and contrivances for fixing or placing nets, 
the same are in many instances erected and used in places proliibited 
by the said recited Act by parties who have no title so to do ; and it 

is 
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is expedient, for the protection of public rights and to prevent disputes, 
that the said Commissioners should have pow’er to suspend the use of 
such weirs, nets and contrivances, and remove the same in all cases 
w'here it shall appear to them that the same are illegally erected, 

5 placed or used ; and that the said Commissioners should for such 
purposes have and use the same powers and authorities with respect 
to such weirs, nets and contrivances as they are now authorized under 
the said first-recited Act to use and exercise in cases of weirs or nets 
and contrivances erected in such manner as in their judgment to be 
10 injurious and detrimental to navigation; BE it therefore Enacted, 
That it shall be lawful for lire said Commissioners, upon and after 
complaint being made to them in writing, signed by the party making 
the same, and setting forth the circumstances under which any such 
stake-weir, stake-net, bag-net fixed-net or contrivance is or shall be 
15 so erected or used contrary to the provisions of the said recited Acts 
or this Act, to summon before them the party or parties complained 
of, to attend at some place near or convenient to that in which any 
such weir, net or contrivance may be so erected and used, and the 
said Commissioners shall accordingly, at the time and place mentioned in 
20 any such summons, proceed to hear all such pertinent evidenceaamaybe 
adduced beforetheni by ovon behalf of the party making such complaint 
as well as the party or parties complained of ; and if after hearing all 
such evidence, the said Commissioners shall so - think fit and right, it 
shall and may be lawful to and for the said Commissioners, by war- 
35 rant under their hands and seals, to authorize any person to abate and 
remove any such stake-weir, stake-net, bag-net, fixed-net or contri- 
vance, at the expense of the party or panics appearing to the said 
Commissioners to have erected or used the same, and subject to the 
appeal hereinafter provided for ; it shall be lawful to and for the said 
30 Commissioners to order and direct that the materials of any such 
weir, net or contrivance be forfeited and sold, and the produce arising 
from such sale applied in such manner as is by the said first-men- 
tioned Act provided in cases of illegal nets used, or legal nets illegally 
used for fishing. 



33 Provided always, and be it Enacted, That if any person shall think 
himself aggrieved by any such order or decision of the said Commis- 
sioners, such person may appeal to the next going Judges of Assize 
at the Assizes to be held for the county, county of the city or town in 
which, or on the shore or boundary of which any such weir, net or 
^0 contrivance shall have been so erected or used, provided such Assizes 
shall be held at any time not less than Thiriy-one Days after the time 
the said Commissioners shall have made any such order or decision ; 
and in case such Assizes shall be held within Thirty-one Days from 
the time of such order or decision, such appeal shall be made to the 
450. A 2 Assizes 
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Assizes to be held in and for such county, county of a city or town 
next after such first Assizes ; and that no such appeal shall be allowed, 
received, heard or determined unless the party appealing shall, within 
Fourteen Days from the date of such order or decision of the said Com- 
missioners, give notice in writing to the said Commissioners of his inten- ^ 
tion to try such appeal, and enter into recognizance to Her Majesty, with 
Two sufficient sureties, before a Justice of the Peace of such county, 
county of a city or county of a town, in a sum of not less than Ten 
Pounds , not exceeding Pounds, conditioned to try such appeal 
and abide the judgment of the Coui't, and pay such costs as the said |q 
J udges of Assize or One of them may thiuk reasonable and proper, and 
direct to be paid Co the said Commissioners, and which costs such Judge 
or Judges is or are hereby authorized and empowered to award, If he or 
they shall so think fit; and it shall be lawful to and for the said 
Judges of Assize, or One of them, to try the subject matter of the said 
appeal, and decide whether the party appealing had a right to erect 
or use such weir, net or contrivance at the time and in the place where 
the same may have been so erected or used: Provided always, That 
in case of such appeal being made and recognizance entered into as 
aforesaid, the materials of such weir, net or contrivance shall bedepo- 20 
sited in the custody of such officer, or men of the coast-siuard or 
constabulary, or with such other party or person as the said Commis- 
sioners may direct or appoint for the purpose, there to remain and be 
kept until the matter of such appeal shall be decided as aforesaid ; and 
if such decision shall be in favour of the appellant, such materials 25 
shall thereupon be returned to such appellant. 



And be it Enacted, That if, after any such order or decision of the 
said Commissioners as is in this Act hereinbefore authorized to be 
made, unless and until the same shall be reversed on appeal, any 
person shall again erect or use any such stake-weir, stake-net, bag-net, 30 
fixed-net or contrivance as aforesaid, in or adjoining or contiguous to 
any place where it may have been ordered and decided by the said 
Commissioners that any such weir, net or contrivance should be abated 
and removed ; or if, contrary to the provisions of the said first-recited 
Act, any person shall erect, re-erect or use any such weir, net or 35 
contrivance after conviction under the said Act of any person for 
erecting any such weir, net or contrivance, in the same place, or in, ad- 
joining or contiguous to the same, every such person shall, in addition 
to the penalties in and by the said Act prescribed, forfeit and pay a 
sum not exceeding Twenty Pounds for every day such weir, net or 40 
contrivance shall remain so erected or used ; aud it shall be lawful 
to and for the said Commissioners, by warrant under their hands and 
seals, from time to. time and as often as any such weir, net or con- 
trivance shall be so erected or used, to abate and remove the same. 

■ And 
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And be it Enacted, That in all cases of maliciously or wantonly in- e & 7 ?riii 4 
jnring or desttojing any weir, net or other contrivance legally erected 
or used for taking fish, any person injured by any such offence, and 
intendiag to apply for compensation for any loss or daLge 
5 sustained thereby, on serving the like notices, lodging the like appli- lli^ w.i„. 
cation and taking like proceedings (as nearly as the nature of the case 
will admit), as in and by an Act passed in the Session of Parliament 
holden in the sixth and seventh years of the reign of his late Majesty ' 
KingWiiiiAM the Fourth, intituled, “An Act to consolidate and 
10 amend the Laws relating to the Presentmentof Public Money by Grand 
Juries in Ireland,” are respectively required in cases of applications for 
compensation for malicious injuries under the said last- mentioned Act, 
shall be entitled to make application at Presentment Sessions as in 
and by the said Act provided as to cases of malicious injuries ; and such 
15 application having been considered and dealt with at such Presentment 
Sessions in the manner in the said Act directed, witii regard to appli- 
cations for compensation for malicious injuries, it shall and may be 
lawful for the Grand Jury of the county, county of a city or county of 
a town, in or on the shores or boundary of which or adjacent whereto 
20 such injury shall have been sustained, and such Grand Jury sliall 
either disallow such application altogether, or present such sum or sums 
of money as the person or persons so injured ought to receive for such 
injury or damage, to be levied off such county or such barony, parish, 
district, lownland or sub-denomination thereof, as the Grand Jury shall 
25 direct; Provided always. That such application and presentment 
shall be subject and Imblo to the like traverse and all other proceed- 
ings, and be subject to the like regulations and provisions as by the 
said Act of the sixth and seventh years of King William the Fourtli, 
any application or presentment for compensation for maiicious injuries 
30 is subject and liable to under the said Act, and as if such regula- 
tions and provisions were herein repeated. 

And be it Enacted, That in case such malicious injury as aforesaid lacaaJof 
shall be committed on the verge or within the distance of One Mile 
of the boundary of any Two or more counties, the person or persons of Twoo? 
who shall sustain such injury may apply for compensation in the 
manner hereinbefore directed in either or any one of such neighbouring 
counlies, and all proceedings shall betaken thereupon as hereinbefore 
provided, and in and by the said Act of the sixth and seventh years 
of King William the Fourth directed ; and in case any sum or sums of 
40 money shall be presented by the Grand Jury of the county, where such 
application shall be made, or shall be finally awarded by the verdict of 
any Jury as and for compensation to the person or persons applying 
aforesaid, the Judge at the Assizes of such county shall have power 
authority lo apportion the amount of such compensation amongst such 
neighbouring counties, and to direct the proportion of the same, which 
4 J 9 - A 3 shall 
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shall be paid by such counties respectively. anJ shall certify the same 
accordingly ; and such presentment shall thereupon be diminished or 
presentment made according to the proportion which the said Judge 
shall direct to be paid by such countyt and the Grand Jury or Grand 
Juries of the said other neighbonring county or counties respectively 5 
shall and they are hereby required, on the production of the certificate 
of such Judge, declaring the proportion to be paid by such county or 
counties, to present such proportion to be raised in the manner men- 
tioned in the said Act of the sixth and seventh years of King WittiAM 
the I'ourth, and paid to the person so applying: Provided always, to 
That no such presentment as aforesaid shall be considered as conferring 
or confirming any title in or upon the parly malting such application 
as aforesaid. 

AND whereas doubts have arisen as to the interpretation and mean- 
ing of the following words and expressions in the said first-recilecl 15 
Act; (that is to say) the words “tidal part of rivers/' ^‘tideway/’ and 
“ parts of rivers and lakes where the tide ebbs and flows,” and also 
as to the interpretation and meaning of the words “ inland and fresh- 
water portions of rivers,” and “ inland or fresh-water portion of rivers,” 
and the portions of rivers, lakes and watercourses meant and intended 20 
to be described by such terms as aforesaid in the said first-recited 
Act, and it is expedient in cases of dispute that the limits between the 
iiiland and fresh-water portions of rivers, and those which are tidal or 
•tidevray, or wherein the tide ebbs and flows, should be defined for the 
purposes of the said recited Acts and this Act; BE it therefore 25 
Enacted and Declared, That the words “ tidal part of rivers,” “ tide- 
way,” and “parts of rivers and lakes where the tide ebbs and flows,” 
shall be construed to mean, extend and apply to all portions of such 
rivers, lakes or watercourses as shall be generally influenced by the 
flow and ebb of the tide, or wherein the waters, whether salt or fresh, 30 
shall be generally backed up or raised by the flowing of the tide ; and 
it shall be lawful for the said Commissioners, in cases of dispute and 
for the purposes of the said recited Acts and this Act (but for no other 
purpose), and having regard to this provision, to define and determine 
the place of junction between the tidal part of any river, or the tide- 35 
way or the part of rivers or lakes where the tide ebbs and flows, and 
the inland and fresh-water portion thereof, and such determination or 
definition shall be signed by the said Commissioners, and deposited 
and published as by said recited Acts, or either of them, is directed in 
cases of definitions of the mouths of rivers. 

' • And..be it Enacted, That in all cases where the said Commissioners, 
under the provisions of the said first-recited Act, have heretofore defined 
or may hereafter define the mouth or entrance into the sea of any river, 
it shall and may be lawful for the said Commissioners, in addition to 

such 
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such definition and determination as aforesaid, to define and deter- Acts&c 
mine the points of termination of the respective distances prescribed k!° 22 &2?!’ 
by the said first-recited Act, and to illustrate and show, by a map or 
plan, or otherwise as they may consider best, the said points of ter- 
5 mination, and the space or spaces within which it is by the provisions 
of the said first-recited Act prohibited to erect or use certain fishing- 
weirs, nets or engines, or to use or practice certain modes of 
fishing. 

to. 

AND whereas it is found expedient to give additional powers to 
10 enforce the strict observance of the weekly and other close-times and obsen-auceof 
seasons in and by the said first-recited Act required to be observed and annual 
and kept ; BE it therefore Enacted, That it shall and may be lawful '^^‘>se-timea. 
for all officers and men of the Navy or Coast Guard Service, and of 
the Constabulary, and for all Water Bailiffs duly appointed under the 
15 provisions of the said first-recited Act, or this Act, and for any person 
appointed by or acting under the authority of the said Commissioners, 
when and as often as they or any of them shall in any fishing-weir, 
net or contrivance, during the weekly or other close-time or season (as 
fixed under the provisions of the said first recited Act), find any pas- 
20 sage shut, closed or obstructed, or during such close-time in any place 
find any net or other contrivance placed or used where the same are 
now bv law or may hereafter be prohibited by the said Commissioners, 
in pursuance of the powers in them vested, or shall at any time find 
any obstruction in the Queen’s share or free gap through or over ss. 41, 63, 64. 
25 any fishing or other weir, or in the sluice passages appurtenant to any 

mill or factory at any time when the sluice-gate of same shall be sa. 75, 63. 
open, then and so often to open .such passages and remove all such 
obstructions, doing no unnecessary damage, and to seize and remove 
all nets or parts of nets which may be found so as aforesaid placed or 
30 used contrary to the provisions of the said first recited Act : Provided 
always, That nothing herein contained, or done in pursuance of the 
same, shall exempt any person from the penalties in and by the said 
first-recited Act prescribed in respect to any of the matters aforesaid : 
and provided also. That none of the parties or persons hereby autho- 
35 rized to open such passages, or remove such nets or obstructions, shall 
be liable for any damage caused by the opening of such passages or 
removal of such nets or obstructions unless the same shall be unne- 
cessarily, wantonly or maliciously done. 

II. 

AND whereas it has been found that the size of the meshes of 
40 nets (not made of wood, iron or other rigid materials), for the taking of net$. 
Salmon and Trout in the sea and tideways, and the size of the meshes 
of all nets to be used in the inland and freshwater portions of riv^’ 
as fixed and prescribed by said first-recited Act is too lari? 

459 - 4 
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permits the escape of great quantities of valuable fish, as well as 
diminishes the value of much of the fish that may be taken ; BE it 
therefore Enacted, That so much of the said first-recited Act as fixes 
or prescribes the size of the meshes of any sucli nets as aforesaid, shall 
be and is hereby repealed, and that from and after the of this ^ 

Jet, no net, save as hereinafter provided, for the taking of Salmon or 
Trout in the sea, estuaries or tideways, or for the taking of any fish in 
theinland and freshwater portions of rivers and lakes, shall be used with 
a mesh of less size than One and three-quarter Inches from knot to 
knot, to be measured along the side of the square, or Seven Inches, to jq 
be measured all round each such raesh, such measurements being 
taken in the clear, when the net is wet; and that if any person shall 
use any net contrary to this provision, such person shall be liable and 
subject to the penalties and forfeitures by said first-recited Act men- 
tioned aud prescribed in cases of any person using nets with meshes of 
less size than the aize in the said Act prescribed and limited. 

Provided always, and be it Enacted, That it shall and may be 
lawful for the said Commissioners, by any bye-law to be made in 
accordance with the provisions of said first-recited Act, and for such 
lime as to them shall seem fit, to alter in and for any particular dis- 20 
trictor locality, the size of the meshes of the nets as herein prescribed, 
and to permit the use of meshes of such other size in the said 
district or locality, as the said Commissioners shall prescribe ; and all 
parties using nets with meshes of a less size in such district or locality 
than such as shall be so permitted and prescribed by the said Com- 25 
missioners, shall be subject and liable to like penalties and forfeitures 
as by said first-recited Act mentioned and prescribed in cases of any 
person using nets with meshes of a less size than the size prescribed 
by said first-recited Act. 

And be it Enacted, that the appointment of each Water-bailiff under 
the provisions of the said first-recited Act or this Act, shall be sub- 
ject to a stamp-duty of Five Shillings and to no higher duty, any 
thing in any other Act or Acts to the contrary notwithstanding. 

And be it Enacted, That it shall and may be lawful for the said 
Commissioners, from time to time, by any bye-law made in pursuance 35 
of the provisions of said first-recited Act (subject to such penalties 
and forfeitures as by the said first-recited Act they are empowered 
to impose for the breach of any bye-law), to prohibit the use at any 
time or season of any engine or device for the capture of fish, which 
upon inquiry had, the said Commissioners shall deem to be more 40 
injurious to the Fisheries than beneficial, in the quantity of Fish to be 
taken, by such engine or device. 

And 
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And be it Enacted. That it shall and may be lawful for the said 
Comm.sswners (any thing in the said first-recited Act to the con 
trary notw.tl, standing) to make and ordain, in the manner and under 
the regulations in the said first-recited Act mentioned, any bye-law 
authorizing the use between sunrise and sunset, of any traipei or other 
net on any part of the coasts of Ireland, or the Islands lying off the 
same, where such traniel or other nets may, in the opinion of file said 
Commissioners be used during the daytime, without injury to the 
I'isheries. 
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10 And be It Enacted and Declared, That nothing in the said first- 
remted Act shall be construed to protect as ail exclusive right or 
private property any Oyster-bed or Oyster Fishery lying below the level 
of the lowest water of spring tides, or to subject any person to be 
deemed guilty of or to be indicted for larceny for taking Oysters from 
,5 any such Oyster-bed or Fishery, unless such Oyster-bed or Fishery shall 
be legally possessed and enjoyetl by some person by virtue of charter, 
grant, pateiit or Act of Parliament, in and by wliicli such Oyster-bed 
or i-ishery is specially granted, and the limits thereof accurately de- 
scribed, or unless the same lias been held and enjoyed by prescription 
JO as an exclusive right and private property within limits clearly defined. 

AND whereas the cultivation and improvement of the Oyster 

Eishenes may be greatly promoted by the formation and protection of 

ai tificial Oyster-beds or layings of Oysters on the shore, above the level 

ot the lowest vvater of spring tides ; and for this purpose it is expedient 

25 to permit the formation and cultivalioii of such Oyster-beds, and to 

provide for the protection of the same in such and the same’ manner 

as by the said first-recited Act is provided for the making and protec- 

tlon of Bait-beds; BE it therefore Enacted, That it shall and may be 

lawful for tlio owner or occupier of any land bordering on the sea or any 

30 estuary, with the permission in writing of the said Commissioners, orfor 

any person or persons, with the consent of such owner or occupier and 

with the permission in writing of the said Commissioners, to form or 

plant any Oyster-bed or laying on the shore adjacent to such lands, and 

between high and lowest water-mark of spring tides, and it shall be 

35 lawlui for the several persons forming or planting any such Oyster-bed 

01 laying, to hold the same as private property, and to exercise 

an exclusive control over the same ; and such Oyster-beds shall be 

entitled to the like protection as by said Act is provided In case of any , 

other Oyster-beds or layings being the exclusive property of an, 

40 person: Provided always, That the forming and planting of such 

Uyster-beds as aforesaid shall not give any exclusive right or title - 

the occupancy of the said shore, except for the purpose aforesai 

to the appropriation of any public banks or beds at present resorten 

0 or Oysters, but that the rights hereinbefore granted and conferred 

459- B 

" are 



i6. 

Oysler-linda 
lielow lowest 
water of 
sprbig: tide 
not to Le 
deemed pri- 
vato property, 
nnlesaheldby 
cliarf er or 
prescription. 



> 7 . 

Power to 
niolie Oyitev- 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




i8. 

Persons steal- 
ing from BUCll 
beds guilty of 
larceny. 



19 - 

Power to 
dredge d-viring 
part of close- 
time for 
Oysters to 
supply lieds. 



8. S6. 



20 . 

Commission- 
ers to make 
bye-lawB for 
impToyement 
of Oyster 
Fisheries. 



7 & B Viet, 
c. 108, s. 5. 



( 10 ) 

are to be considered as exclusively applying to places where no such 
public Oyster-beds at present exist; saving to The QUEEN’s most 
Excellent MaJESTr, and all the subjects of this realm, the free and full 
exercise and enjoyment of all other rights of fishing or other rights 
whatsoever in or along the said shore, subject to the provisions herein 5 
and in said' recited Acts or any of them contained. 

Provided also, and be it Enacted. That if after the formation .iiid 
laying of such Oyster-beds as aforesaid any person shall interfere with 
or take away any of the Oysters from such bed without the consent of 
the owners or occupiers of such bed, every person so oifending sliall 10 
be deemed guilty of larceny, and being convicted, thereof, shall be 
punishec] accordingly. 

And be it Enacted, That for the purpose of replenishing and sup- 
plying such artificial Oyster-beds or layings, or other beds and layings 
the exclusive property of any person or persons, but for no other pur- 
pose whatsoever, it shall and may be lawful for any person to dredt-e 
for and take Oysters from any natural public bed lying below the level 
of the lowest water of spring tides, during such part only ,of the close, 
season as now fixed or hereafter to be fixed under the provisions of 
said first-recited Act, as the said Commissioners shall ujion inquiry 20 
think fit to appoint for such purpose for or in any district or place: 
Provided always, That if any Oysters dredged or taken during such 
part of the close season shall be brought to shore or sold, or olfered 
for sale, or be found in the possession of any person on land, or be 
used for any other purpose than the replenishing or supplying any 25 
such artificial or other bed as aforesaid, every person so oflending 
shall forfeit all such Oysters, and be subject and liable to the .same 
penalties and forfeitures as by said first-recited Act prescribed in 
cases of offences against the provisions of the said first-recited Act for 
the observance of the close season in respect to Oysters. 30 

And be it Enacted, That it shall and may be lawful for the said 
Commissioners from time to time to make and ordain, in the manner 
and with and under the powers and regulations in the said first-recited 
Act mendoned, such bye-laws, rules and regulations as to them the 
said Commissioners shall seem expedient, to prevent the destruction or 35 
removal from the natural beds of small and unsizeable Oysters, and to 
fix by any such bye-laws, rules or regulations, the size or dimensions 
of the smallest Oysters which may be removed from such beds, and 
to appoint such means to be adopted in the dredging and culling of 
the Oysters on the Fishing-groijnds, as will secure the return to the 4® 
sea' of” all OysTers of less dimensions than those to be so fixed, and 
during any part of the close-time, or in places where in pursuance of 
said second recited Act dredging for Oysters shall be prohibited for 

a certain 
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a certain period, to prohibit, if they shall so think fit, that any boat 
shall have on board a dredge or other implements for the taking of 
Oysters, and to make such other rules and regulations as to them 
shall seem fit for the increase, itnprovement and protection of the 
5 Oyster Fisheries. 

And be it Enacted, That it shall and may be lawful for any pro- Proprietors of 
prietor or tenant of any Oyster-bed or laying, or for any associated 
body of persons interested in the protection and improvement of any 
Oyster Fishery, to appoint in the same manner, and subject to the 
10 same restrictions and provisions as in and by the said first-recited Act 
and this Act arc provided for the appointment of Water Bailiffs, 
any person or persons to be a Water Bailiff or Water Bailiffs for the 
protection of any such Oyster Fishery, and for the due enforcement of 
the provisions of the said recited Acts and this Act in respect of the 
same, and of the bye-laws, rules and regulations now or hereafter to 
be made by said Commissioners in relation thereto ; and the Water 
Bailiffs so to be appointed shall have and mav exercise and use all and 
every the same powers and authorities and have the same privileges as 
by the said recited Acts or this Act are vested in or given to the 
30 Water Bailiffs appointed or to be appointed thereunder, so far as the 
same may be necessary for the purposes aforesaid. 

And be it Enacted, That all orders and decisions, judgments and CecuToM and 
definitions which shall be made, pronounced or given by the said 
Commissioners under the provisions of the said recited Acts or this sioneiytobe 

^ xccoTusu, and 

25 Act, shall be recorded in the office of the said Commissioners, and a copicatob# 
copy of each such order, decision, judgment or definition (as the case 
may be) shall be deposited with the Clerk or Clerks of the Peace 
for the county or counties, to any part of which, or the sea bordering 
on which, or any part of which the same shall relate or apply ; and 
30 in all cases where it shall hereafter become necessary to prove anv 
such order, decision, judgment or definition in any Court of Law or 
Justice or elsewhere, a copy obtained from the office of any Clerk of 
the Peace with whom the same may be lodged, and certified by him 
to be a true copy thereof, shall be received and taken as full and suffi- 
35 cient evidence of the existence of any such order, decision, judgment 
or definition. 

23. 

And be it Enacted, That the several penalties and forfeitures Penaltiesand 
directed or empowered to be levied, recovered or enforced under the bJrMOTCred 
provisions of the said recited Act of the seventh and eighth years of 
40 the reign of Her present Majesty, or this Act, may be recovered, ^ 

levied, enforced and applied in like manner and by such ways and 
means as is provided by the said first-recited Act of the fifth and 
sixth years of the reign of Her present Majesty, as to the penalties 
and forfeitures imposed thereby. 

45 p< C And 
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And be it Enacted, That the said Commissioners shall, as to all 
matters and things done or to be done under the provisions of the 
said Act of the seventh and eighth years of Her Majesty, or this Act, 
have, use and exercise the like powers and authorities, and have the 
like privileges as are by the said first-rccited Act of the fifth anci 5 
sixth years of Her Majesty vested in or given to the Commissioners 
of Public Works, or any of tliem, under said first-recited Act. 

And be it Enacted, That the said herein recited Acts of the fifth 
and sixth years of Her Majesty’s reign, and of the seventh and eighth 
years of Her Majesty’s reign, shall continue and be in full force and iq 
effect, save and except so fur as the same are or cither of them is altered 
by or inconsistent with any of the provisions of this Act and that the 
said Acts and this Act shall be construed together as one Act j and that 
in the construction of this Act, except where the nature of the pro- 
visions or the context of this Act shall exclude such construction, the 
words “net,” “salmon,” “vessel,” “river,” “person,” “proprietor,” 

“ county” and “ estuary,” shall be construed to have the meaning and 
extend and be applied as in the said first herein recited Act is directed 
and provided; and the words “ said Commissioners” in the said recited 
Acts or this Act shall be construed and mean and extend and be ap- gy 
plied to the Commissioners of Public Works for the time being, and 
any Commissioner to be appointed under this Act, or any one or more 
of them; and every word importing the singular number only shall 
extend and be applied to several persons or things as well as one 
person or thing ; and every word importing the plural number shall 25 
extend and be applied to one person or thing ns well as several persons 
or things ; and every word importing the masculine gender only shall 
extend and be applied to a female as well as a male ; and the words 
“ close-time, or “ close-season, shall when used in the said Acts or 
this Act, be construed to mean the time or season within which it is 
or may be prohibited to fish for, take or destroy any of the particular 
kinds of fish intended to be protected or prohibited to be fished for or 
taken during such time or season. 

And be it Enacted, That this Act may be amended or repealed by any 
Act to be passed during this present Session of Parliament. 
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